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EXPERIENCES OP A MAN-HUNTER IN
POLYNESIA.

Till: SOUTH BEA ISLANDERS And the Queens¬
land Labor Trade, \ Record of Voyaitei snd
Exp* Western Pacific fi ina 1875 :

ISM. By William T. Wawn, M lei M
With numerous Illustrations by the same Pp.
xv:. MS. Swan, Bonnensctte'.n t- Co., I.
Macmillan <v C

Captain Wawn lr. manifestly a strong partisan
of a tr.-itTli- whlcb ls row a thing of tli" past in

Australasia. He for one mainly because he
made ins living by lt.saw no harm In carrying
tha- wild Islanders from their homes to labor for
a term <>f yean on the plantations of Queens¬
land. Apparently iho majority of lii^ .- .untry-
men thought otherwise. Though the term of

labor was ostensibly s short .>n", aral though all
precautions wara, supposed to be taken against
inf. .rc>*.l labor a ml kidnapping, yet even through
Captain Wawn's spectacles we seem to gel
glimpses, a.f something ilka* th.* i.i.i African slave
trade. Th" argument of this i>.. ¦); on the sub¬

ject mlirht mat unjustly i>" summed up in th"

awkward excuse ..f the boy caught in m!-* ihief,
-.hi aloclares that he was il.aint*; nothing, but thal
somebody els* was outrageously wicked. Ac¬

cording to Captain Wawn, the English recruit¬
er? f..r th" labor market ware as n rule reasona¬

ble and m..derate -men. but tho behavior >.f th-

Frem-h an.l Germans was a downright scandal.
The native laborers had some hope of getting
bs "k to their li'.tnes from Queensland, bul from
Samoa.never. Looking n little sharply al the

English branch of th.' traffic. Captain Wawn ac¬

knowledges thal th re were abuses, bul as for

himself, h" was always upright. One might r-..

the rounds doubtli ss of the master mari¬

ners of the South Pacific and find thal
they wore all as honest as the day
was I..ng snd as tender-hearted ss children
.hy th.ur own confession. Naturally the

author of this book had nit!" uso for mission-
-. He and ail the rest of those engaged In

"labor trade," as it was uphemlstlcally
ed, found the mlnlatetrs and teachers ¦.!! the

islands a great obstacle when it came to getting
the natives away from their homes. Though the
i.:h> r side is yet t.. hear fr..m. he certalnlj
t.. have .a .*as" against .¦..nain individual mis¬

sionaries Whose '/..¦a! In a good rans-' li 1 ll)..in

ton far. But they can afford to Ignor, his
charges, since they have won and the Queens¬
land labor iradi ls legally dead. Th" author's
dedication ls noi merely s statement of ihe case

as ho understands it: lt is also ¦ literary
ity worthy of being associated with famous

¦pecimeni of another at-.-. "To th" sugar plant¬
ers of Queensland," writes Captain Wawn. "who
have spent the best years ..f their lives and
minions of money In developing an Industry
whi.'h represents nol lees than 90 per 'ni f the

total agricultural valu-- of that cn'..nv. an whl h

ii' .-no tims bade fair tai eclipse even ihe great
pastoral snd mining industries In wealth anal

Importance; to tha.se boM pl meera who have

opened up th* rich agricultural*districts along
the coast, anl have been the means of settling
thousands of Europeans on th" land, and who

havo done more toward tho practical civilization
of the cannibal and tho savage than all the

well-intentioned hut narrow-minded enthusiasts
of the !**..iithorn Pacific; to those good men and

true who, after a quarter of a c-ontury Of hard
work and doubtful prosperity, have been basely
betrayed, and unscrupulously sacrificed t.> th<*

greed of the political place-hunter and th" howl¬

ing Ignorance which follows in his train.I dedi¬

cate thia work with much sympathy and re¬

spect."
The manuscript wh'.oh Captain Wawn Intended

for tho printer had some vlcissltudea II" wrote

in the form of a "lng," an.l the narrative was

Interspersed with a vast deal of arg'.im- nt In¬

tended to affect the pub!!" judgment on ibo labor

question, which had become a burning one be-

f.>;-e lt v. as outlawed by the Queens¬
land Government In ISSI. No publisher
could be obtained for the work while the
Kanaka controversy, M it was called,
was raging. Public opinion in England snd per,
haps everywhere else in the civilised world is

too well determined in tho manor of levi ry to

lo-.k with favor on anything that resembles it.

Later he tried a^ain. sending his papers by the

Ill-fated steamship Quetta. By the time l.e had
rewritten thc lust work thc labor controversy In

the colony was at an end. The boi lt : i printed
omits the details of th" "log" In Which a practi¬
cal seaman takes delight, as well as s gr at psrt
of the controversial matt-r. But the ¦.-nialnder
is In Captain Wawn's own Words. It ls n il af

all a polished piece of literature; but every pair.-

of lt reeks ..f the sea, and there ls n Patch ¦>(

ocean more pleasant to read about than

t\. vost archipelago of the Southwest*rn Pa-
elfie. The part from whi.-h Captain Wawn salli 1

and to which he returned was Marybor iu--*b, snd
his successive voyages between the year 1875,
when the labor traffic was in .«t pr .sperous, am]
1*-91, when the law put an ml to it, g.iv<: him

an intimate acquaintance with Islands, Inlets,
atolls and waterways broad and narrow, lr no

Papua on the weat to the l.ji group n the east,
end from the equator to 30 degr-t-es f .-. .nth lati¬
tude. Hs was n strati per to tho Islands at thc

outset, for he had already sp it Uv. *-c*tr* ir

Samoa and FIJI, sometimes all.tt a -
. i-.a.-t.-i

or mate, but usually ashore OS a trader. Hi
had visited New-Cale 1 mia, th< loyalty Islands
the New-Hebrides, Samoa, Fiji, the Caroline
Marshall an.l Dilbert -r mps, and knew ii.-ukI
to carry arms and to trust a native's wini !"i

nothing; for the Islanders had a bad practlc*
then of killing almost any person they could cn

trap merely for the purpose of eating nim. Ir

fact Captain Wawn's Introduction to the Queens
land labor trade was associated in his owi

mind with a calamity of Just this | .rt, iti whlcl
the master and nearly all tho crew of a brig, thi
James Birnie, perished at tho hands of thi
natives a.f tho Lord Howe Ulanda Th" captain')
idea of savage character, saya the authur con

temptuously, "appears ti. havo been founded Ol

the mistake that if you treat a savage klndl]
he will therefore behave well lo you." Th" un

fortunato .skipper ls said to have gone to thi
length of forbidding his mon t.) carry firearms
As the James Birnie was not what was called i

labor vess.-i, but was in queel a,f trepang, thi
marine slug, which when cured is deemed ;

delicacy in China, ard as il, laborers far Queens
land had ever boon ,*recTulted'" In the I. n

H.,wo islands, tbs massacre was not due to re

sentment. "I mention this," pays Captain Wawi:

"because all through my experien..f the labo
trade it has been the fashion to lay the blam
on us fi.r ali louth Bea Island outrages,"

It was shortly after the misfortune of th
James Minite t.iat Captain Wawn wis ;.u; ii

command of the schooner Stanley, of ft ittlal
build, well suited to the weather f thi Bout!
Sea. Hitherto shs had been used merely ii
ca.astwis" trade from Sidney; and now, In a Idl
tion to .dh'-r repair.-, lt was necessary lo put ii
a deck un t..p of th., bron ballast as a place fo
stowing away the Islanders coll, ited for th
labor market On this deck "tw i long shelve
or bunks, six feel wide, extended the whol
length of tho hold as sleeping quarters for th
expectod recruits. A bulkhead of four-Inch wo id
en battons, at a !lk--> dlstan'-e apart, divided th
whole space ir.'.i two unequal pans, tho afte
one. to whiih thor.- was admission l.v the out"

hatch only, being reserved for femalea" Th
vessel wa- <.f li:, tons register and her dimension
doubtless had ir.u.h to do willi the nun.lui ,

persons sh" was allowa ,1 to '.arr;.' not m.ir

than 109 I'.dynasiai) laborers In addition to th
ehljj's company. In this vessel Captain Wawi
made eight voyages after laborers anal thlrtee
In other vessels. When he bogan his visits t
the Islands for "recruits" the natives did rn

often demand firearms, A little later "tothill
would satisfy them but the antique "Brow
Bess" musket, and now few of th, m will look i
a gun less serviceable than a repeating rifl.
They were quick to learn the difference 1
weapons. What they looked for was utility, nc

beauty Tiny knew that the old muskets men¬

tioned woul bear s big h irge. "I have seen s

Tanna man (In the New Hebrides) I sd ne with

powder enough for thi. charges, end, ball on

top, Bra it off, and when the gun kl ked him

over on his b 'k, jump op again an l sh..ut 'Re-

massaii! Ri m issau! 0 d! fi i" He would

buy that iran and think he had the beni '" ihe
bare.ii;, by a I. fr W8J

" In the Ll daj I a

tomah iwl il dful of be id », li ilf a

pound "f tobai ¦>. a few pip-1 and a ";:

var,i-f of calico recon Hod the frii ndi t n w iuld-

l,a- lab .;.¦::.¦ !. il Ithln a :¦ w

.'.¦a;.-; guns slso began to be In demand, The

Islanders looked al the bargain from a poli-l :"

view whlrh a white msn had I **tudy nsrrowly
in order to und I nd Ihelr way of thinking.
Each tribe was a communal organism In which
the Individual was the si rvanl of the wh le

body. It; a group of forty or fifty warriors suh¬

le to constant strife with other tribes every

man waa of vain... The objects of trade br .'.i rh!
by the whiti i were never supp >se l lo bel mg lo

the tuan who a re to work In Queenslnn I. They
wer.- given lo the tribe In order lhal the man

m'.itht have consent t" go sway. Ai the uh- of

firearms spies l ihe natives discovered that every
extra itiu^k.'t helped ' m.'.k up the loss of a

man. Evens returne l workm in, afterhlsservlceof
"bree ¦¦ . irs or more In thi c ¦'. .ny, called nothing
his own that he . arried b ick I hil home ll- ex¬

pended all the money he had earned In Ihe

things whl.h are useful or agreeable lo the Isl-

anders, snd when he was pul ashore with his

b..\ hi* friends Instantly seized the latter and

divided Its contents Bm.: themselves. To buy
.a man wai lo give the chief or tli" commune a

present large enough to Insure "lil*. release fran

home. To steal him was t take him with h's

..wu consenl or rn t, without the usual pr sents

to thi tribe. Captain Wawn scknowledges thal

man-stealing was nol unknown, but he Insists

that n. I all stealing so-called by Ihe natives was

sui li in Ihe minds ..!" Eur ip -ans nccusi mied t i

Individual rights ai against si.e of Ihe com-

munlty.
Captain Wawn's ethnol gy li simplicity !'

He distinguishes three races in the South Pa¬

ttie Papuan "i Negrito, with black skin

anl "kinky" wool; Ihe Malay, brown In

with straight black hair; and Ihe true Polyne¬
sian, with brown skin and "frizzly" hair, nm

ilia-'--' are all degrees of admixture where these
ra ¦.» !:::'.¦.. I.:i In c ml ic! with each othi

any length of tin >, and an accura.1 ."aria-

lions would be practically endless. Ti:.. Inhabi¬
tants of some Islands were prized os workmen
more highly lhan For example, the Pa-

puans of the the Loyalty gr. up were deemed the '

I best material thal nuld be found for sall ira an 1

boatmen. But Ihe Inhabitants nf Bellona Island,
th ugh I irge ;.-. 1 w< ll turn l oul I .

I..- useless ;;-¦ w irkmen. They were w thout ei

alura nee. Capt lin Wawn does not lay ihelr de- .

fi ts to the missionaries, but he cites Anelteum
Island as one wholly Christianized, where the

population ls steadily decreasing. As war has

been v'\- ¦:i up and as there has been little
emigration from the Island, he eau account f r

the losses In only one way. With more vividness
than reverence, he declares thai Ihe wai. of the

missionaries has been pul lo the wolf thal

is the savage "if;, a cage, so to speak,
where he hai limply pin d away, becoming a

miserable, sneaking, pitiable wretch." ll" lllus-

tratee his p dnl by saying thal he engaged four ]
young men at Aneiteum Island as boatmen.

"But, alas!" he a I ls, "In t< ad of th" plucky sav-

ages their fathers used to l>". I found these fel-
lows nerv iui and easily frighten! I. Lu klly for

nie on ono occasl rn their pra tl e enabl. l them

to pull well Instinctively when running away, if

I ha.', been oblige 1 : fight, thi y war. 1 ha\*e !¦. en

Of I- Use al ail " Iti his plal in ll war; <!::'¦

with the tr;!., imen t ik< n ¦¦. a*, rk on th' Q i.

land plantations. Til" three years of Isl, ir, and

the acquaintance with a w irid different from

lhal In which h" was born, ms le something rx ¦-

t"r of him than he c luld bec >me St h
But lt is pretty ci.-ar that li" carried h »me the
vloes aa well as the virtues which he learned
among the whites. He a ni I >me i:i Ihe al

of civil;/, uion. bul there was a lime, i

ago, when h" oas; off his clothes as anon

1 on his native shon Bul
wearing clothes ls spreading, Wi; it ls n

worthy ls the spread of South Sos Engl
¦. Islai ls. Ii is an absnr l dlale ¦: In ¦.

English words arc used in phrases modell, on

native forms, bul if ls comprehensible, :!':1 it li

practlc illy uni*, prsal. m thi m il obi ¦.¦ ami
remote iFie* thei i- sure to be somebody who

kn iws this new t ...- ie.

Though Captain Wawn Insists that the busi¬
ness In whl< ii le- was en ga-? 1 was h. n ible, he
confesses that if wai nol with ul risk. T a

:;..-.. ei had their own not lons of just Kid¬
napping by ne ship': nipan; was pn ll illy

tain to be avenge ! n ihe nexl In

most cases t h.- Islanders were ready I

mlsh at any moment. 1 is true In times of

spears ii d poisoned nrrowi ai i1 wai lati ', when
firearms came Into gi neral u .¦. The b
crowded wi:h adventures of thia sort. In ii. i

respect it li nol unlike one the old-fashioned
books of exploration and dis ivery. <»n one oc¬

casion Captain Wawn and his party escaped
without Injury ..iuse the ravages, who were

\ armed with Enfield rifles, though! thal ral Ing
tli" blnd-slghts caused the guns to sin..» hai I. r.

im ala,thor occasion he gol off with two
wounds and several thrusts with native spears.
Th" attack In thli case *** is to revenge thi death
of a tribesman. Merely wanton murder of white
nun was Infrequent from flrsi to last. One rea¬

son for that may be found In the critl -Ism of

a certain dusky chieftain on the flesh of white
mon ns an article of diet. Says the author:

"1 remember In 1873 asking King Johnny, a

great chief ;it Port Hunter, Duke of fork Island.
,

what his opinion was as to the relative merits of

the flesh of white men and of Papuana II waa

on ih" day after B cannibal feast, when I and

others bad witnessed the assimilation of an un¬

fortunate "bushman1 by King J -fanny and his

, warriors.
" 'Man o' bush viv good,' said he. lian Byd«

. nov no v ,, i; too uni- h salt.'
"By 'salt' I suppose he meant 'rank.' White

mon eat so much meal lhal their flesh cannot
tasfa- well, 1 conclude."

i
Il I El:Ai: Y NOTES.

Mme, Bell ¦. one of 0< irge Eliot's few Inti-
mate ne nd i sys of Ihe n v list "It reqi
touch upon t h to nder such s personality living
lo thu-..- who :i- %. r ..,*. ler, i ir her power was In
mo s. nse .. veil I oi e. In the Hi it place, n .i>.-

a.f her portratti appear to me to be like her. The
In a li ...;. a bonn, t, said have i.) iki .;

In .-it. James's Hall, ls ¦ bi iroui caricature and

li ntal impression or ie r ra..-. -.- |Ch was n. ith r

harsh nor i .. ; s her
Ufa- li to - ntlm. ntal, Tl tograi b, un
sa!.- at Bpo ner's In Ihe Ktrand, li rerj like, but
not fav irabl an I al lut. ly srlthoul any
tbe arrangement, lt li, however, ihe onl) r.-ai in-
dtcatlon left I i ui of Ihe true th ipe of the ,.

and of <;.¦..r,.-" Ellbt'i imlle snd general bearing,
in daily Hf" the t.raw. the blue eyes, and Ihe
pan of the face had ¦ -rn .. charm. The lower
half wa dli pn p .rtloi ..... ion Al undent rown
hair fr. ai- _ a CO ..m ceri linly ii it
In any si tis- unpli le In Iti general
and vary sweet end Irtnd In expression. Her height
w.is good, h. r figure rem irkablj suppl. al m< ments
lt baal an almost serpentine grace, Her character¬
istic bearing suggested fatigue; perhai even a

Kiri. She WOUkl hardly hal :. but
when f bs was smusa i bi p (... - nu, ,1 , ,;i, ;.

sh- did not look young when l first san her, snd
I have no recollection ol her ever looking much
oldar.
-Tho offea-t of her presence li was peculiarly lm-

preaalve. Her .greal weight ot Intellect tdd in al]
circles. My father waa much attached to ber, and
whenever anj special celebrity was invtti I to dh
ner. such as Thackeray, Grote, the historian, or old
Mr. '.Vai burton lone of the principal founders of the
i-ondon University), he was never (-.intent unless he
had also securo.l his young countrywoman. Marian
Evans, for he himself waa a Warwickshire man.

On tnese occasions, from ISil to li-_, she used to

k vi Ivi t, then ';1 ''''¦ ,;,:''' °T m'

ll, c . .... ber d icen Ung tl

of ."ir house m Bavile B. w (afl rwai I

e Stafford Club) "fi ray father's arm, tl
fa- motl I :;" Stouv

men, pol in I suthors of

rary rank, Bhe ll taush .*>.*'..>'. -«'*

.k up Inl my father's f
" '->¦ whn* ta*
on the waving

I hi r hair, "'*¦ '.':v*; '" " '"¦

ids about her fe. "

I, hai lust b '¦¦ ¦. ths sd I title
ierl m,.. j,.. Mauri. ren to bli new bovi l

id Its her. ised bef ire, "Trtlbj " ls

borne by s French classic a charming
v tali by Ch iris So Ik r-

T, ...i. Piy mn ,,; in the ll of "<r'" ;1 lat sinter
'..,n which Mr. T. I'.. Aldrich rontrlbuti'i to the

irrenl numb r of "Harper'i Weekly." "See," he

NT..S.

i'l spite of darkiome dava
Wi-.d ..ti rain sn bitter chill.
Bn v. and s'.< ¦' hung I in hea itlu

The n bin naya

The ' n ..: l Br ks wh flrsi I dd Dickens
...it the yorkshire schools ii now ¦ man of eighty
aars, living iti Newcastli * >rresponda»nl of "The
.....,,,,. ,.. ,j. I',,. |j ., t: itlve of Ither Chat-

,m or Bo '¦ iter, .'.iii «lan ¦ lad was «-nt by bli
¦. io one of til" Bowel schools, After b Ing

,.... for - th tin rel irned lo Chatham, where
. meei Dick' ns, sn 'chumm* i' with bim.

di.- course of their frequenl walks my fri nd

ive a full .!¦ scrlptton of fi life and all Ihe ii ir I-

dps the boys had to und Tgo al Ihe w hool When-
.. r .bli particularly itruck DI *ha ni he used

s|§p his thigh."_
A Scotch member of ParMamenl has lust brought
it a ni w it.i- ,f "N than the v. lee."

TIE AMTEXT BOOK TRADE,
STUDY OP Tin: ORIGINS OF LITERARY
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if Plato I the nofs of his master's (ectui

ma t * er Hu t I 'In I

Asl rat ure was the |
.. afford lt, Itr tlon amust

li ive been slov Pluto nd Al
' r th I ks lha d< t

possess. lint as the ly to i
Ih'

HM
l". dis ai i mesni f Uv. 11hood. Th

pi levlca-i . kind ware slow In Ihe
li sh '.mi by Ihi fae; thal the .lei

an Irl in Mui im, the greal k manuf ry of
later anti, illy, waa pn r-yal Institution

¦¦¦ Impi i gr. fitly In B .man
for M I In an a plgr im c .. by M- Put.

i. un. i .asl ti. .t ¦.. rs. i rv res In !..: Hain.
The \v.: kn. ..n an fdola of the barbarian general
who f .un li Haman i mp lltti re with
li '.¦.¦. novels, while lt betray! Ihe laiteg of the

army, showi also (hst tbe trades of bookmak
and book handl ng musi have been busy and Impor-

Where Ih :¦¦ li nd sufflclenl business for
every comer, Ihe natural tendency lu toward a re-

itrlctlon of trade i . ii smaller number ..f haa is ||
ls h. r.. thal ti:- change from dr. .'t lo Itoman
methods ls tn .ff- marked. The whol. effort ol the
Ptolemies wai lo se ure a monopoly "f book manu¬

facturing, selling, lending and i reserv itlon f r .\i. .v

andria. In Ibis Ihey were au.isful. The most
beneficial r¦¦¦ ait appears to have been un Impi
menl In manui rlpl flue le official oversight and
Iralnlni In Bom !....-.. 'er, literature was left, ex-

epl In the cai of a few | re i» poa ts, lu
ntl rpi li ¦. I* ll. rs' sh >| - !>¦ gan I i floui ii ns

ipe of literature widened. They became ihe
ti ¦¦'ai; iii-- ..1 a'I. .rs :,tid ..f Others Int. r.- -f

In booka The r. ult wss sn enormous Increase In
Ihe number ..f ci pylsts and ¦ proportl matt
In the prl of sing].pies of books. Rdltlon* were

too, f >r ih.- ..a ¦ a.f ., single rn al. were

ran ly numl red by the I rn nd '.vii. ri r

cit Dix ii ..a ¦.'¦¦ 'i l, buyers wi .-.. i,.. mal for
ll erary wares Judging by thi lurvlvali Iti modern
times I.ir. Itu; was. t >| Indi erl a-

Meal ithor ha 1 no pro-
lection, an i Ihe greal i*:thor ha i no def nee
the popularity which a ible bira t.- brln - to I

.ii,;. rs and rea desired hil work, Thal
th a si hai ': n " mi ming of the i> ¦. ;'s ¦.¦'.ii ,

lo a rea li r s... s in! i f rn mai ..- ¦>-. "i hai e
bon i»-ed in ,.|.¦.," h.. xt lalms,

I my bo w in! thi lr meal a v ry day. ll
w.mt verses, you mu : i" for them." Then, ai

he in not prod iddi: "You don't
a word; you are trying lo cheal me; good*by."

Th it ts to i ¦. ¦¦¦ '.- inn t he t om of him for
nothing. It was th Imi >cunlous, needy men of

s, n class of which .m.tr;ini is th-, most strik¬
ing example, who firs! saw lhal whal absorbed th..ir
fifi).- and kept them from lucrative , I . v. n

though it wera partially repa liv the mere de¬
light it gai ) to tl i" worth something
..; .. to othera. The plead r In tha courts a.f law,
the wri: r of dramas, the happy go-luck) po i

ai. .ut town were naturall] quicker lo iee tl i th>n
the phil ¦; ii * the laborious hlstoi lan, "The f ir

mer classes ming!. v.th other i.pie wh., made
their own living, aad they "f-ere not slow lo see

mllei between literary labor and other kin ls

of labor. Bul property In Ihe r.-.nias ,,f literary
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